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DR. JOSEPH STEVENS JONES.
The 28th of September, 1809, was a Thursday,

and on it, in a house where the Winthrop School
now stands, near the corner of Tremont and
Eliot streets, was born in Boston a man well-nigh
forgotten to-day, but in his time known with
more than local reputation as a playwright and
physician, Dr. Joseph Stevens Jones. His con-

tribution to literature was considerable in quan-
tity, though evanescent in fame, and his quality
as a doctor made him popular with those who
were his patients. The recurrence of his birthday
anniversary is appropriate occasion to renew his
story and to recall the life of this forgotten Bos-
tonian.

Joseph Stevens Jones was a versatile Yankee
of Welsh descent. His father was a sea-captain,
whose adventurous tales and whose tragic death
at the hand of savages in 1819 may well have
filled the mind of the boy with its persistent love
of romance. Joseph was educated in the Boston
public schools, but was obliged early to go to
work in a cordage shop and later as a bank clerk.
He was much interested in the drama, and de-
voted his leisure to private theatricals and to
composing original plays. The manuscript of
one of these, accidentally left on his desk, at-
tracted the notice of his employer, who, conceiving
from the style of the composition that the boy
had no mean literary ability, secured him a

position in a theatrical company then playing in
Providence, R. I. At short notice Jones took
the part of Crack in Knight's " The Turnpike
Gate," a piece very popular in its day, and at his
first performance made the hit of the evening.
His career as an actor and dramatist was estab-
lished.

Returning to Boston, Jones played for several

years at the Tremont Theater, where he became a

popular favorite. Then he went to the Warren
Theater and subsequently to the National Theater,
at which for many years he was stage manager as
well as actor. His nimble wits were not occupied
with acting alone, however, and it was during
this period that he produced most of his own

plays, written, not with serious literary intent,
but to meet the exigencies and please the public
taste of the day. At the same time, his catholic
thirst for knowledge led him to attend the regular
lectures at the Harvard Medical School, though
he then had no idea apparently of becoming
a practicing physician.

In 1839 he took over the management of the
Tremont Theater, which he maintained for two
seasons with great success. Many of his own

plays were here performed, and here he appeared
for the last time as the Mock Duke in Tobin's
" The Honeymoon." After 1841 he retired from the
stage, appearing only once again, in New York, as

Beladin in his own play, " The Surgeon of Paris."
In 1843 Jones received the degree of M.D. from

the Harvard Medical School, and immediately
began the practice of his new profession. He
gave popular lectures on anatomy and physiology
at Tremont Temple, but was not a charlatan,
and for many years apparently was a successful
practitioner in this city, particularly among mem-

bers of the theatrical craft. To the last he
retained his interest in the stage and continued
writing plays during his medical career and in
retirement. He is described as " a kindly, vigor-
ous, forceful man, with hosts of friends." He
lived through the Civil War, and died on Satur-
day, Dec. 29, 1877, in the house at No. 1 Bowdoin
Street, still standing on the westerly corner of
Cambridge Street.

Dr. Jones's literary production was really
considerable, about one hundred and fifty plays
attributable to him being extant. Many of these
were of the most ephemeral nature, being mere,

stop-gaps to fill an evening's exigency. Others,
however, were serious compositions, which en-

joyed great contemporary popularity and deserve
much longer remembrance than they have
received. Among the latter may be mentioned
"Custom," "The Wheelwright," "The Silver
Spoon," " Old Job and Jacob Gray," " The Last
Dollar," " Batkins at Home," " Sons of the
Cape," " The Green Mountain Boy," " Liberty
Tree," " The Siege of Boston," " Paul Revere and
the Sons of Liberty," "Moll Pitcher," "The
People's Lawyer," " Captain Kyd," and " The
Last Days of Pompeii." All these were of largely
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local interest. Two of his plays, however, " The
Carpenter of Rouen," and its sequel, " The
Surgeon of Paris," had a more general appeal and
were acted with great success in England. They
constitute his chief claim to literary distinction.

" The Carpenter of Rouen " deals with the
events culminating in the Massacre of Saint
Bartholomew, and is a stirring drama of life in
provincial France at that period. It is written in
prose, in the rather melodramatic, romantic style
of the time, with a strong underlying rhythm that
often passes into actual blank verse. It is a

spirited piece, with a well-drawn plot and con-

siderable literary merit.
" The Surgeon of Paris," which deals with

events in Paris at the time of and subsequent to
the massacre, is of particular interest to us, since
it is the only one of Jones's plays containing a

medical element. The leading character is a

surgeon, who always appears masked, who moves

amid the intrigue of Catherine de' Medici's court,
secretly espousing the cause of the persecuted
Huguenots, and finally serving as the deus ex

machina of the action and proving to be none

other than the great Ambrose Paré, the king's
surgeon. The piece is well-knit, the incident
varied, the interest intense. It repays reading
and would be worth putting on the stage to-day.
In one of its scenes, the surgeon is discovered in
his office at night, supposedly engaged in dis-
section. Baladin tries to bargain with him to

supply him with subjects.
" Bal. I could furnish you at the shortest

notice and on good terms. Half price for large
orders. I'm a goood digger

—

you have just come
and I like to be on good understanding with the
doctors.

" Sur. You are a gravedigger, you say?
" Bal. Master of the art, sir

—

can dig and
undig."

Coming at a time when " burking " was still
fresh in the public mind, this episode could not
have failed to be appreciated as a timely hit, much
like modern allusions to chloroforming at sixty.
" The Surgeon of Paris " was first performed on

Monday evening, Jan. 8, 1838, and had a long
run of deserved success, being played in all the
principal cities of the Union.

Dr. Jones was a worthy and reputable member
of our profession, who should be remembered not

only because he was a physician, but because he
was also a man of letters and a dramatist of no

mean ability.. He merits and should always hold
an honorable place among those who have made
the medical and the theatrical professions dis-
tinguished in Boston and in America.

VENTILATION AND ANAPHYLAXIS.
Familiar in our age is the conflict between

common sense and the deductions from the relia-
ble information which science creates. This
comes about in a variety of ways. Science is
steadily extending the boundaries of common

sense, and now and then produces a revolution
within that domain. But meantime it is no rare

experience to see false deductions from scientific
facts defeated by common sense reinforced through
further scientific knowledge.

The subject of ventilation, like much that con-

cerns the hygiene of the individual, is peculiarly
liable to such varying fortunes, and, in fact,
seems now given over to them. After the first
triumphs of bacteriology had suggested unguessed
dangers from the expired air of man, systematic
and detailed investigations not only allayed the
fears of the bacteriologist, but also failed and have
still failed to reveal any other source of danger or

discomfort in confined unventilated spaces than
the increase of humidity, the rise of temperature
and the lack of motion of the air. Lately it has
been shown that man can breathe for many hours,
with comfort and with apparent impunity, air
which is laden with all the constituents of expired
air. To this end it is necessary only that a great
part of the aqueous vapor be constantly removed
and that the air be kept in motion. From these
observations many have drawn the conclusion
that fresh air is unnecessary to man within doors,
and in so doing they have decided against the
experience of the ages and the common sense of
English-speaking people.

Obviously a principal factor in establishing this
new idea concerning ventilation has been ignorance
of the presence of any possibly injurious substance
in our breath. Had it chanced that expired air
commonly contains great numbers of the bacilli
of tuberculosis, for example, it is easy to see that
no amount of brief experimentation could have
led to such a conclusion. A great significance,
therefore, belongs to the demonstration of the
presence of biologically active material in the
expired air.

A recent paper by Rosenau and Amoss' from
the Department of Preventive Medicine and
Hygiene of the Harvard Medical School provides
such a new fact. Briefly, the result of the investi-
gation is as follows: The clear aqueous liquid
which is condensed by means of cold from the
expired breath of man is to all ordinary tests a

harmless and simple thing, free from bacteria and
i M. J. Rosenau and H. L. Amoss: " Organic Matter in the Ex-

pired Breath." Jour. Med. Research, vol. xxv, no. 1, pp. 35-85,
September, 1911.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at NYU WASHINGTON SQUARE CAMPUS on June 24, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



specific substances. But when studied by means
of the methods which have arisen in the investi-
gation of anaphylaxis it reveals possibilities of
extraordinary biological power and the possession
of specific characteristics. The injection of small
quantities (1 to 35 ccm.) of this liquid into guinea
pigs does not of itself produce any significant
effects. But a few weeks later when such treat-
ment is followed by the injection, otherwise quite
harmless, of a little human blood serum (com-
monly 0.2 ccm.) marked symptoms of hyper-
sensitiveness or anaphylaxis develop. In the
authors' researches 26 out of 99 guinea pigs were

very much affected by the second injection and
displayed marked and characteristic respiratory
disturbances with agitation, coughing, scratch-
ing, convulsive movements and the like. In four
of these cases the reaction was so violent that
death ensued.

The final and unexceptionable explanation of
these carefully controlled results is not for the
present. They must first lead to other valuable
studies in various directions. Already by turning
the results of the study of anaphylaxis into the
investigation of unrelated subjects they have
provided an instrument of almost unrivaled
fineness and discrimination for biological
research. It seems, however, altogether likely,
indeed almost certain, that protein material
more complex than " peptones " is present in the
expired breath of man and, in accordance with
our knowledge of anaphylaxis, is the cause of the
phenomenon.

At all events, we are now in possession of facts
which clearly indicate the possibility of unknown
dangers in the air we breathe out. It will not be
easy to show that these dangers do not exist, and
for the present it is safe to say that we must stand
with common sense and let in fresh air. Any other
action closely approaches unsound and over-

confident pedantry.

A VINDICATION.
Early in the current summer certain charges

were brought against Dr. Harvey W. Wiley,
chief of the bureau of chemistry of the United
States Department of Agriculture at Washington,
D. C, relative to the manner of appointing and
recompensing a certain expert for his services.
These charges were prosecuted with an acrimony
which seemed to indicate that there was in them
something of personal jealousy and animus.
Later there were added to them other charges
relative to Dr. Wiley's interpretation and adminis-

tration of the pure food and drug laws. An
investigation was ordered at Washington, the
affair was entered into by enemies whom Dr.
Wiley had made among the food companies,
and the whole matter was extensively exploited
by the daily press throughout the summer with
much undignified and objectionable muckraking
both by opponents of Dr. Wiley and by those who
called themselves his friends.

On Sept. 14, after thoroughly investigating the
allegations, President Taft returned to the Secre-
tary of Agriculture the papers preferring the com-

plaint against Dr. Wiley and his associates, with
a letter dismissing all charges against officers of
the bureau of chemistry. In this letter he
says:

" The truth is, the limitations upon bureau
chiefs and heads of departments to exact per diem
compensation for the employment of experts in
such cases as this is a doubtful legislative policy.
Here is the pure food act, which it is of the highest
importance to enforce, and in respect to which the
interests opposed to its enforcement are likely
to have all the money at their command needed
to secure the most effective expert evidence.
The government ought not to be at a disadvan-
tage in this regard, and one cannot withhold
one's sympathy with an earnest effort by Dr.
Wiley to pay proper compensation and secure
expert assistance in the enforcement of so impor-
tant a statute certainly in the beginning, when the
questions arising under it are of capital importance
to the public.

" If this were a knowing, wilful, deliberate effort
to evade the statute as construed by the Attorney-
General, accompanied by a scheme to conceal the
evasion and violation, I should think the punish-
ment recommended by the personnel board, and
concurred in by the Attorney-General, was none
too great, but an examination of the whole case
satisfies me that a different construction ought to
be put upon what was done; that the evidence
does not show that Dr. Wiley was a party to the
correspondence or the letters upon which the
chief charge is founded, and that his action
in the matter was only in accord with previous pre-cedents in the department which justified him
in doing what he did."

Whether or no there were at any time injudi-
cious conduct by the parties on either side, or on

both sides, of this controversy, it is impossible
for an outsider to determine. The whole matter
bears the aspect of an imbroglio engendered by
jealousy and maintained for personal motives.
President Taft's decision settles the affair offi-
cially and definitely, and to go behind it is impos-
sible and undesirable. His letter affords for Dr.
Wiley and his associates a complete and satis-
factory vindication.
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MEDICAL NOTES.
Appointment of Dr. French.

—

It is an-
nounced that Dr. H. E. French has been ap-
pointed dean of the School of Medicine at the
State University of North Dakota.

Dangers of Domestic Medication.
—

It is
reported from Perth Amboy, N. J., that a woman
and her two children died in that city last week
from drinking an herb tea supposed to be good
for rheumatism. The mother's motive was

therapeutic and the children's inquisitive, but
the result was the same.

International Surgical Society.
—

The
third congress of the International Surgical
Society is in session this week at Brussels, Bel-
gium. At the several meetings the special topics
for discussion are the treatment of fractures,
pancreatitis, thoracic surgery, pulmonary abscess,
gangrene and bronchiectasis, surgical treat-
ment of pulmonary tuberculosis, and acute and
chronic colitis. The president of the society is
Dr. Lucas Championniere.

Diffusion of Typhoid by Railway De-
jections.

—

Report from Sori, a village near

Genoa, Italy, states that there have recently
been 20 cases of typhoid fever with 15 deaths.
Upon investigation it was found that all the
patients had drunk from a well underneath a

railroad bridge. This well had probably become
infected by the dejecta of some passenger, either
a " walking typhoid " or a " carrier." This
episode illustrates the possibility of the diffusion
of typhoid by this means.

American Electro-Therapeutic Associa-
tion.

—

At the twenty-first annual convention
of the American Electro-Therapeutic Association,
held in Philadelphia on Sept. 5, 6 and 7, the
following officers were elected for the ensuing
year: President, Dr. William D. McFee, of
Haverhill, Mass.; Vice-Presidents, Drs. F. Howard
Humphris, of London, and George E. Pfahler,
of Philadelphia; Treasurer, Dr. Emil Heuel, of
New York; Secretary, Dr. J. Willard Travell,
of New York; Registrar, Dr. Frederick M. Law,
of New York.

Department of Tropical Medicine at

Tulane.
—

The Medical Department of the
Tulane University of Louisiana announces the
inauguration of a Department of Tropical Medi-
cine, Hygiene and Preventive Medicine, beginning

Oct. 1, 1911, in charge of Prof. Creighton Wellman
and staff.

Laboratory courses, clinics and lectures will
be given in the regular junior and senior classes,
and, in addition, graduate courses are offered,
for which certificates will be issued, counting
towards special degrees to be created as soon as the
Tulane School of Tropical Medicine is in force.

Honorary Degrees for Two American
Physicians.

—

At the exercises held on Sept.
13 and 14 in commemoration of the quinquen-
nium of the University of St. Andrews, Scotland,
the honorary degree of LL.D. was conferred on

thirty-seven distinguished representatives from
other institutions. Of these, twelve were physi-
cians. The two American physicians to. receive
this distinction were Dr. William Williams Keen,
professor of surgery at the Jefferson Medical
College, Philadelphia, and Dr. Charles Sedgwick
Minot, professor of comparative anatomy at the
Harvard Medical School.

The Cholera Epidemic in Italy. — Reports
from Chiasso, Switzerland, on Sept. 22 state that
during the week from Sept. 3 to 9 inclusive
there were in Italy 1,390 cases and 418 deaths
of Asiatic cholera; and during the week from
Sept. 10 to 17 inclusive, 1,007 cases and 320
deaths. The majority of cases in the latter week
were distributed in the several provinces as

follows: In Naples, 33 cases and 10 deaths; in
Palermo, 53 cases and 20 deaths; in Catania,
74 cases and 33 deaths; in Bari, 133 cases and 28
deaths; in Caserta, 73 cases and 20 deaths; in
Foggia, 30 cases and 15 deaths; in Venice, 22
cases and 6 deaths; in Rome, 11 cases and 5
deaths; in Sardinia, 54 cases and 19 deaths. This
is the first time since the beginning of the epi-
demic that any cases have been reported in the
latter province. The majority of them were in
the town of Cagliari.

An Early Physician and Aviator. — In an
editorial on " Evolution and Aviation " in the
issue of the Journal for Aug. 31, we referred to
Icarus' early if not original attempt at human
flight. In an old Arabic book by El Makkari,
in the National Library at Paris, is said to be " a

record of experiments made by an Arab of Spain,
Ibn-Firnas by name, physician to the Caliph
(821-852). The motive power of his airship was

supplied by clockwork. Sure of success, and
highly pleased with himself, he invited the people
of Cordova to see him fly. They turned out, but

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at NYU WASHINGTON SQUARE CAMPUS on June 24, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



he flew only for a little time. He fell, the crowi.

howled and jeered, and the aviator swore tha
he would never fly again."

It is interesting to note this early attempt a

aviation by a physician, even though its outcomi
were as disastrous as that of his predecessor
Dedalus, or of his successor, Darius Green.

Methods of Using Radio-Active Waters.
—

In an editorial on the " World's Supply of Ra
dium " in the issue of the Journal for Sept. 14
we referred to the celebrated radium spring a!
Teplitz, in Bohemia. The following item de-
scribes the methods by which these waters maj
be used therapeutically:

" There are two ways in which radium emana-
tion may be applied,

—

the hot method and the
cold method. The hot method consists in enter-
ing a little cabinet about 2 yards in length and lj
yards wide. The walls and sides are covered
with china tiles, and the natural mineral water
drips down the sides. This water contains
radium, and through the resistance it meets from
the china tiles the radium emanates and is
breathed by the patient. As in a Turkish bath,
one perspires freely. This is called hot radium
emanation.

" The cold emanation treatment is given in a
hall in which the patients may read newspapers,
write letters or converse. By a complicated
process in an engine room beneath, the natural
mineral water is cooled, the radium and natural
carbonic acid are separated from it and conducted
in tubes to the roof of the hall, which is filled with
pure carbonic acid and radium air. This is
called cold emanation."

boston and new england.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston. —

For the week ending at noon, Sept. 26, 1911, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston
the following cases of acute infectious diseases:
Diphtheria 23, scarlatina 18, typhoid fever 22,
measles 11, smallpox 0, tuberculosis 46.

The death-rate of the reported deaths for the
week ending Sept. 26, 1911, was 16.27.

Boston Mortality Statistics.  — The total
number of deaths reported to the Board of Health
for the week ending Saturday, noon, Sept. 23,
1911, was 210, against 227 the corresponding week
of last year, showing a decrease of 17 deaths, and
making the death-rate for the week, 15.89. Of
this number 98 were males and 112 were females;
202 were white and 8 colored; 143 were born in
the United States, 64 in foreign countries and 3
unknown; 48 were of American parentage, 133
of foreign parentage and 29 unknown. The
number of cases and deaths from infectious dis-

eases reported this week is as follows : Diphtheria,
31 cases and 2 deaths; scarlatina, 14 cases and
1 death; typhoid fever, 22 cases and 4 deaths;
measles, 6 cases and 0 deaths; tuberculosis, 48
cases and 12 deaths; smallpox, 0 cases and 0
deaths. The deaths from pneumonia were 10,
whooping cough 2, heart disease 19, bronchitis
2. There were 16 deaths from violent causes.
The number of children who died under one

year was 57; the number under five years, 72.
The number of persons who died over sixty
years of age was 49. The deaths in hospitals and
public institutions were 104.

A Large Woman.
—

Mrs. Lena M. Richards,
who died last week at Wakefield, Mass., is said
to have been six feet tall and to have weighed
500 pounds.

Collection for Lynn Hospital.
—

During
last week a general collection was made in Lynn,
Saugus, Swampscott and Nahant, Mass., for
the support of the Lynn Hospital. It is desired
to raise $12,000 for the benefit of this institution.

Opium Convictions in Boston.
—

Before the
Boston municipal court last week five persons were

arraigned for having opium in their possession
or for being present where it was found. One was

held in $300 bail, two were sentenced to two
months each and two to four months each in the
house of correction. All the convicts appealed.

American Association of Clinical Research.
—

The third annual meeting of the American
Association of Clinical Research has been held
in Boston this week on Sept. 27 and 28. At the
opening session, after an address by Dr. Alvin
Roy Peebles, of Boulder, Colo., president of the
association, papers on cancer statistics and the
cancer problem were read.

Suggested Transfer of Massachusetts
Leprosarium.

—

It has been suggested by the
Massachusetts State Board of Charity that
the leper colony now at Penikese Island be dis-
continued and the inmates transfered to suitably
isolated quarters at one of the large state institu-
tions, such as those at Bridgewater or Tewksbury.
This change is advocated on the ground of expense.

A Centenarian.
—

Miss Mary McCarthy,
who died at West Stockbridge, Mass., on Sept. 23,
was locally reputed to have been born in 1799
in Ireland. She is said to have settled in West
Stockbridge before the memory of the oldest
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living inhabitant. She lived and died celibate
in a solitary house on the borders of the town.
There was something of the ascetic as well as the
recluse in this venerable Hibernian spinster.

Hospital Concerts for October.
—

It is
announced that during the month of October,
the concerts of the Boston Hospital Music Fund
will be given as follows :

On Oct. 1, at the Old Ladies' Home, Boston;
on Oct. 8, at the Home for Aged Couples, Boston;
on Oct. 15, at the Cushing Hospital, Roxbury;
on Oct. 22, at the Charity Club Hospital, Roxbury ;
on Oct. 28, at the State Insane Hospital, Forest
Hills, and on Oct. 29, at the New England Bap-
tist Hospital, Roxbury.

Typhoid Fever at Torrington.
—

The epi-
demic of typhoid fever at Torrington, Conn.,
which we noted in last week's issue of the Journal,
has continued to spread. On Sept. 24 the total
of reported cases reached 210, with 5 deaths.
In response to a call for volunteers, 32 nurses
came from New Haven, Conn., to assist in caring
for the sick. All nurses and attendants have
received antityphoid vaccine, and protective
inoculation of inhabitants of the town is being
extensively practiced. This procedure, if thor-
oughly performed, should soon check the progress
of the disease. It is said that the Connecticut
State Board of Health attributes the diffusion
of the infection to the local water supply.

Decrease of Typhoid in Boston.
—

In the
issue of the Journal for Aug. 31, we noted the
gradual recent decrease in the total amount of
typhoid fever in Boston and expressed the hope
that " the present good record should be main-
tained and even improved during the remainder
of the year." This hope has not been thus far
fully realized. During the week ended on Sept.
16, 24 cases were reported, the largest number
in any week this year, but smaller than the figure
for the corresponding week in any previous year.
The total number of cases reported since Aug. 1
this year is only 108, as against 330 for the cor-

responding period in 1906,165 in 1907, 245 in 1908,
162 in 1909, and 165 in 1910.

Recent Hospital Bequests.
—

The will of
the late Dr. George Faulkner, of Jamaica Plain,
who died on Aug. 27, was filed last week at the
Suffolk Registry of Probate. After making
certain private, personal bequests, it provides that
the residue of the estate be given to the Faulkner
Hospital.

The will of the late William A. Hart, of Boston,
which was filed last week for probate, provides
that after the death of certain beneficiaries,
the residue of the estate shall be given in trust
to the Massachusetts General Hospital.

The will of the late Lydia Stone, of Beverly,
Mass., provides that on the death of two residuary
legatees without issue, one half the remainder
of the estate shall revert to the Beverly Hospital.

NEW YORK.

Harvey Society Lecturers for 1911-1912.—
The Harvey Society has secured the following
distinguished lecturers for the coming season:
Prof. W. B. Cannon, of Harvard Medical School;
Prof. R. H. Chittenden, of Yale University; Dr.
Simon Flexner, of the Rockefeller Institute;
Prof. H. S. Jennings, of Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity; Prof. Albrecht Kossel, of the University of
Heidelberg; Prof. H. F. Osborn, of Columbia
University; Dr. J. J. Putnam, of Harvard
Medical School; Prof. T. W. Richards, of Harvard
University; Prof. W. T. Sedgwick, of Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology; Dr. W. S. Thayer,
of Johns Hopkins Medical School, and Professor
Verworn, of the University of Bonn. The fol-
lowing lectures will be delivered during the month
of October: " Local Specific Therapy of Infec-
tions," by Dr. Simon Flexner, on the 7th; " The
Chemical Structure of the Cell," by Prof. Albrecht
Kossel, on the 14th; " Anesthesia," by Professor
Verworn, on the 28th. A full list of subjects and
dates will be issued by Oct. 1.

Large Hospital Bequests.
—

By the will of
the late Gustave Mehringer, of New York, with
the exception of some other bequests amounting
to about $50,000, his entire estate, estimated at
fully $1,000,000, is left in equal shares to the
following institutions: Mount Sinai Hospital,
the Montefiore Home and Hospital for Chronic
Invalids, the Sydenham Hospital and the United
Hebrew Charities.

Cold Storage Conditions.
—

Since the cold-
storage law went into effect, the inspections of the
State Health Department have shown conditions
to be somewhat worse than was suspected. The
proportion of the people's food that comes from
cold storage is surprising. In twelve of the New
York City plants there were found over 7,000,000
pounds of poultry and meat, 6,000,000 pounds
of butter, nearly 5,000,000 pounds of fish, and
5,000,000 pounds of cheese. While a majority of
these establishments were found in fair condi-
tion, the reverse of this was the case in at least a
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third of them. Walls and ceilings were found
neglected and unclean, and often there were con-
tacts of different kinds of food. The plants were

found to be conducted with little regard for
scientific principles, as there was no fixed standard
of temperature. Much of this was inadequate,
and in many instances it was 25° higher than
experts had declared to be necessary. An exami-
nation of the books, especially of the poultry
warehouses, showed in a large number of cases
that the product was placed in storage when it
was low in price, to be disposed of when the. mar-

ket grew stronger. Although prosecutions have
been commenced against some of the offenders,
none of these has yet been carried to the com-

pletion of the case.

Alliance between Columbia and the Pres-
byterian Hospital.

—

A report having got about
that there had developed a lack of harmony
between the Medical Department of Columbia
University and the authorities of the Presbyterian
Hospital which threatened to imperil the alliance
of the two institutions, the president and vice-
president of the Presbyterian Hospital have
issued an official denial of any such state of affairs
which is in part as follows: " There is no halt in
the alliance between these two institutions.
There is a complete accord between the two in-
stitutions and among the officers and managers
of the. Presbyterian Hospital itself. That alliance
was unanimously approved by the managers of
the hospital in its final form as recently as April 25,
1911. Nor have any questions been raised by
any managers of the hospital as to the construc-
tion of the new hospital buildings on the new site
acquired through Mr. John S. Kennedy in his
lifetime at Avenue A and 67th Street. The alli-
ance undoubtedly gives greater opportunities in
planning the new hospital. Careful considera-
tion is being given these plans by our building
committee. Final plans of the new hospital will
be made deliberately, so that, when erected, it
will be as perfectly adapted to its purposes as the
best expert authority and the most careful study
of modern hospital plans at home and abroad can
make it. Dr. Walter B. James, president of the
hospital's medical board, and Dr. Theodore C.
Janeway, one of its visiting physicians, both
members of the building committee, have been
abroad this summer and have made some study
of European hospitals." Both Drs. James and
Janeway are also professors in the Medical De-
partment of Columbia and members of its
faculty.

Sanitary Inspection of Summer Resorts. —

The State Department of Health, which since
1907 has actively carried on the work of inspecting
the sanitary conditions of summer resorts, reports
in its last Monthly Bulletin that of 377 resorts
located in five districts, including the Adirondack
and Catskill regions, which were originally in-
spected during 1909, 259 were found to maintain
insanitary conditions respecting water supply,
plumbing, sewage disposal, location and condi-
tion of sanitary conveniences, or the general con-

dition of the resort and grounds. As a result of
the first notification to proprietors, it was found
on reinspection in 1910 that the conditions
criticised had been corrected in 81 of these resorts.
The matter of improving conditions was again
taken up with the proprietors of the remaining
178 resorts, and on a recent inspection it was
found that in 75 instances the improvements
recommended had been carried out, leaving 103
resorts of the original 259 still open to criticism.
A table is then published, giving the names of
these 103 resorts, with the location of each, the
condition criticised, and remarks showing partial
correction in some cases. If this black list could
be placed in the hands of the general public it
would no doubt have the effect of securing a

prompt abolition of the sanitary defects in the
entire number. It is stated that in 1910 original
inspection was made of 170 additional resorts,
while during the present season, up to the time
of this report, over 300 original inspections had
been made, this work being necessarily limited,
as in former years, to summer hotels and boarding-
houses having accommodations for twenty-five
or more guests and which are not connected with
municipal water supply and sewage systems.

Conference of American Hospital Associa-
tion.

—

The thirteenth annual conference of the
American Hospital Association was held at the
Murray Hill- Hotel on Sept. 19 and 20. The
address of welcome was made by George Mc-
Aneny, president of the Borough of Manhattan,
who is a son-in-law of Dr. Abraham Jacobi, and in
it he criticised New York's divided hospital con-

trol and advocated a centralization of the public
hospitals. In the course of his remarks he said:
"We have the sum of $20,000,000 invested in
the city hospital plants, and in the corporate
stock budget recently $6,400,000 was for hos-
pitals. Provision was included in the proposed
new charter until a week ago for centralizing the
control of some of our city hospitals, but an
amendment to that provision puts the situation
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back where it was." In the annual address, the
president of the association, Dr. Warren L. Bab-
cock, superintendent of Grace Hospital, Detroit,
Mich., said that more economy and efficiency in
administration were required in hospital manage-
ment, and recommended the establishment of a

cost system of accounts. It was time, he thought,
that the details of hospital construction and equip-
ment were standardized. Dr. Willis G. Neally
spoke on the vital importance of the proper

. administration of anesthetics by a scientifically
qualified specialist, claiming that this feature of an

operation was often as essential to its success as

the work of the surgeon. Much of the second
day's session was devoted to a discussion on the
use of anti-typhoid vaccination, and the opin-
ions were practically unanimous as to its very
great prophylactic value. Among those who par-
ticipated in it were Supt. J. M. Cosgrove, of the
Winnipeg General Hospital ; Dr. H. W. Austin, of
the United States Marine-Hospital Service; and
Dr. Morrell, of Baltimore. The first said that
until this practice came into use it had been
almost impossible to prevent some of the nurses

from contracting typhoid. Dr. Austin spoke of
its increasing and completely successful use in the
service to which he belonged, and Dr. Morrell gave
the results of its employment at the army camp at
San Antonio, Tex., during the recent manoeuvres,
stating that among 1,200 men submitting to the
treatment, only one contracted typhoid, and this
case was a very mild one. Robert W. Hebberd}
recently commissioner of the department of
charities, New York City, and now secretary of the
New York State Board of Charities, criticised
the poorly paid helper system, the divided re-

sponsibility and the lack of adequate accommo-

dation for the vast number of patients dependent
upon them, of the public hospitals of New York,
and stated that the charities department now had
the plan in view of making Blackwell's Island a

great hospital park for adult sick poor and Ran-
dall's Island a hospital park for sick children. A
feature of the third day's session was an address
by Abraham Flexner, of Carnegie Foundation,
who stated that in the last year twenty small
medical colleges had been put out of business
mainly as a result of a campaign among the hos-
pitals which permitted them to flourish. These
were institutions which admitted students on a

flimsy grammar school education and turned
them upon the community very inadequately
qualified for the practice of medicine. The main
supporters of such medical schools were the hos-
pitals in their respective towns. " Hospitals,"

he said, " cannot subserve the purposes for which
they are established unless well-trained doctors
can be found to man them. Well-trained doctors
must be educated largely in hospital wards. If
hospitals do not afford abundant facilities for
clinical instruction, the hospitals must find them-
selves unable to discharge the function for which
they exist. . . . Before the hospital opens its
wards to educational uses it should satisfy itself
that the medical school applying for its privileges
has in the first place enrolled a competent student
body, that it has provided adequate facilities for
instruction in the underlying medical sciences,
both in the way of laboratories and teaching staff,
and that it is prepared to take upon itself whatever
of financial obligation is incurred by introducing
teaching and research into hospital wards." In
conclusion, Mr. Flexner mentioned several other
small medical colleges which he thought ought to
be closed. In connection with the meeting of the
association, there was an exhibit showing the new

social service work now being carried on in some

hospitals by the nurses, under medical supervision,
which is intended to occupy the minds of patients
in some active and practical way, and thus relieve
the tedium of confinement. The following officers
were elected for the ensuing year: President, Dr.
Henry M. Hurd, secretary of the board of trustees
of Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore; first vice-
president, Dr. A. J. Ramsey, superintendent of
the Lakeside Hospital, Cleveland; second vice-
president, J. L. Hudson, president of the board of
trustees of Harper Hospital, Detroit; third vice-
president, Miss N. P. Elliott, superintendent of
the Rockefeller Institute Hospital, New York;
secretary, Dr. J. N. E. Brown, Toronto, Canada;
treasurer, Asa Brown, superintendent of the
Presbyterian Hospital, Chicago. The next an-

nual meeting is to be held in Detroit.
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